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1. Background 
 
 
The Bajan Dream Project is looking for voices to join its online advocacy campaign. 
  
Working with other passionate writers, social commentators and everyday people, 
you will help shape our advocacy messages through your articles on the issues 
making the news (and the issues that should be making news) in Barbados, the 
region and globally. 
 

2. What we are looking for 
 
We are looking for a pool of writers from any background, nationality or location, 
with any level of writing experience, to submit stories to the Bajan Dream Project's 
blog - whenever you choose. Articles may be features, news items or opinion pieces, 
and can be based on any of the following themes: 
 
Barbados - News & current affairs  
 
Rewrites of current news headlines or opinion pieces based around them 
 
Barbados - Economy & Politics 
 
Commentary or features based on political and economic developments 
 
Barbados - Social  
 
Articles on poverty, crime, unemployment, youth issues, inadequate housing, etc. 
 
Barbados/Global - Features and human-interest 
 
Know of someone in hardship? Or any other person, prominent or otherwise, who 
you would like to write about? This is the slot for you. 
 
Caribbean/CARICOM 
 
Articles on the Caribbean Single Market & Economy, the University of the West 
Indies, or any other social, economic and political themes, as above. 
 
International  
 
Global politics, current affairs, foreign relations, fuel and commodities, economics, 
etc. Everything on in the North has a follow-on effect in the South. 



 
3. How it works 
 
Set up a free Wordpress account at www.wordpress.com. Email us at 
contributors@bajandream.org with your username and a brief write-up about yourself 
to include on the blog (or, you may choose to be anonymous) and we will add you 
to our list of writers. That's it. 
 
After that, you may log-in to write articles on your own time, on any of the topics 
above through the simple Wordpress interface and they will be posted immediately* 
on our blog and website. There are no timeframes, deadlines or writing assignments 
- we want you to have complete liberty in what, when and how you write so that 
our content accurately reflects "the people's voice". 
 
There is one caveat - you should aim to write at least once per month, as writers 
will be automatically removed after two months of inactivity. 
 

4. What we will do for you 
 
We aim to support writers in any way possible. We can tidy and edit articles, 
suggest story ideas, provide technical support with Wordpress publishing and 
provide any background information, statistics or data that may not be easily 
sourced - especially for international writers. 
 

5. What's in it for you 
 
This is a voluntary post, but we are mindful that everyone needs some satisfaction 
even after giving time to a good cause. If you are a serious writer, the benefits of 
this opportunity are great for building your portfolio and interacting with other 
writers with whom you can share advice and tips - or even just build acquaintances 
with. Moreover, you enhance your knowledge of local, regional and global affairs 
the more you write and read - which is always a good incentive. Since starting to 
count stats three months ago, our blog has recorded nearly 10,000 hits and we 
intend to grow this number in the coming months... this gives your work a platform 
to be seen and recognised from visitors the world over. 
 

6. What we cannot accept 
 
We need to be mindful of libel and slander laws, as well as our non-partisan stance. 
Articles that unevenly bash political parties or figures, or those which defame 
individuals' characters cannot be accepted. The Bajan Dream Project is not an 
anonymous campaign and, as such, is more careful in what it can publish. All 
articles are given a quick check by legal advisors before publishing, and we will 
contact the writer of any declined article to explain our reasons.  
 

7. About us 
 
The blog is just one aspect of the Bajan Dream Project - a skills and housing 
provision organization based in Barbados. Run almost entirely by volunteers, we will 
be starting a new phase of skills/workforce training in mid-2009, with graduates of 
that programme becoming eligible for subsidised housing and/or workforce placement 
and microfinance assistance for small business creation. More details on how this 
phase will work are on www.bajandream.org. 



 
 

8. Getting started 
 
8.1. Go to www.wordpress.com and click “Sign Up Now” on the Wordpress 
homepage. 
 

 
 
8.2. Fill in your desired username, password and email address, and then select 
“Just a username, please” below. 

 

 
 



 
 
8.3. Check your email and click the confirmation link in it to finish creating your 
account. When you have done this, send an email to us at 
contributors@bajandream.org with your username and the email address you used (if 
different from the one we have on record). We will use this to grant you access to 
the blog. 
 

 
8.4. When added as a writer, your Wordpress page will look like this, with the 
Bajan Dream Project appearing in “your blogs”. You will also be given a default 
avatar (icon) which is not very attractive and which you can change at any time. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
8.5. Whenever logged into Wordpress, you can write to the Bajan Dream Blog by 
clicking “New Post” in your grey toolbar. You will also notice our “Contributing 
Writers” sidebar. Your name (and photo, if you choose) will automatically be added 
here, and becomes clickable when you write your first article. All of your articles 
are viewable through this link. 
 

 
 
8.6. Write your post as normal, and then click “Save” to come back later and edit, 
or “Submit for Review”, where it gets sent directly to us. We only review for legal 
reasons before submitting it to the blog. This process usually only takes an hour – 
but may be less.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
8.7. At this point you may want to add a photograph of yourself, or something 
personal. Click on the profile tab in your dashboard (highlighted in image above) 
and you can change all your personal options here. 
 

 
 
8.8. Finally, on a housekeeping note, we need to make all names in the contributors 
list uniformed. The typical format is Contributor-FirstnameLastname. You can set 
this on the same profile page along with the photograph. If you have chosen to be 
publicly anonymous, you may use an alias here. The alias however must be name-
like. For example, Jane Smith is acceptable, G.I.Jane is not. Change your nickname 
here, and when saved, click to ‘display name publicly as’ your nickname. Some 
writers choose to be anonymous because their personal views clash with those of 
their employers or other interests. E.g. Oil company workers against Big Oil profits. 
However, anonymity should never be used as a way to try to hide and attack 
others. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
9. Terms & Conditions 
 
You, in your post as Online Blogger (“the post”, “writer”), agree to the following 
terms and conditions (“agreement”) on acceptance of the post. Acceptance of the 
post is implied on submission of your first article in the manner described above to 
The Bajan Dream Project blog at http://blog.bajandream.org. 
  
This post is voluntarily and carries no remuneration or additional benefits than 
implied in this document. You retain rights for all written material which you 
submit to the Bajan Dream Project blog, under the conditions of a Creative Commons 
License, which are listed at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/ 
 
The Bajan Dream Project reserves the right to edit articles for clarity and legality, 
however will not use writers’ articles without full attribution (that is, their name or 
nom de plume if so provided), and will never use writers’ articles for commercial 
gain. 
 
The post is of no fixed-term and is voluntary. The voluntary period may be 
cancelled on either side with written notice. Further to notice being received, the 
writer will be relieved of access rights to the Bajan Dream Project website. In this 
instance, the writer agrees that his/her articles will remain on the website – in 
observance of the Creative Commons license cited in this agreement – and waives 
any rights, perceived or actual, to request removal. In this instance, the writer will 
still be given full attribution for writing the article. 


